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76th National Conference Proxy Form

Appointment of Proxy
Dear Member, 
Please read carefully the below and complete steps one to four. Please return the completed Proxy form to conference@deerstalkers.org.nz no later than the 12th of July 2024. Please note as per 10.19, Proxy forms received after 12th of July will not be accepted. 
Please only send proxy forms via email to conference@deerstalkers.org.nz for date and time stamp.
	10.18 If a person is unable to attend, they may have a proxy vote entrusted to a financial Branch or financial member attending the meeting. The prescribed proxy form available from the National Secretary must be used and in possession of the proxy, which allows the proxy to vote on the subject matter and recite a signed statement from the person who is unable to attend in respect to a specific Remit, Notice of Motion and Election of Officers.



	10.19 The name of the Branch and its proxy must be advised in writing to the National Secretary and verified prior to the commencement of the meeting.



Regards,
John Taylor
National Secretary
If you do not plan to attend the Annual General meeting in person, you may appoint a proxy that is a financial member attending the meeting. The Chair and any other member of the Board are willing to act as a proxy for any member (entitled to vote) that appoints them for this purpose. If, in appointing your proxy, you do not name a person as your proxy, or your named proxy does not attend the Annual General Meeting, the Chair of the meeting will be your proxy and may vote only in accordance with your express direction.


Step 1: Appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf.
I/We being a National Executive/ Branch President/ National Life Member/ Past National President/ Hon Solicitor or Hon Auditor,
Hereby appoint _______________________________________ of __________________________ Branch
Or failing him/her _____________________________________ of ___________________________ Branch
As my/our proxy to vote for me/us on my/our behalf (at the Conference or Annual General or Extraordinary/Special General Meeting, as the case may be) General Meeting of the Association to be held on the 12 – 14th of July 2024.

I/We _______________________________________________ of __________________________ Branch

Signed _________________________ Position _____________________ this ______ day of _____ 20____

Step 2: Mark (or tick) your proxy instruction for each of the below.
	2024 Notice of Motion/s
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	01
	Moves that Senior members be levied $4.00 (four dollars) each during the 2025/2026 financial year to help finance rent for the premises and ongoing day to day running expenses for the operations of the NZDA National Heritage Trust, specifically for the running costs of the National Archives.
	☐	☐	☐
	02
	Moves that the Association continue its membership of the Council of Licensed Firearm Owners (COLFO).
	☐	☐	☐
	03
	Moves that all capitated members of NZDA, excluding juniors and student members, be levied $1.00 (one dollar) each during the 2025/2026 financial year to help finance the ongoing campaign by the Council of Licensed Firearm Owners (COLFO) to protect the opportunities for the ownership and recreational use of firearms in New Zealand.
	☐	☐	☐
	04
	Moves that all capitated members of NZDA, excluding juniors and student members, be levied $1.00 (one dollars) each during the 2025/2026 financial year to maintain a fund to be used for game animal research projects undertaken or supported by NZDA, branches and members.
	☐	☐	☐
	05
	Moves that all capitated members of NZDA, excluding juniors and student members, be levied $10.00 (ten dollars) each during the 2025/2026 financial year to support the administration of the HUNTS Programme.
	☐	☐	☐
	06
	Proposes amendments to the Association’s Constitution by the adoption of amendments enclosed with the Handbook, with deletions shown like “this” and additions shown like “this”.

Moves that the Association adopts the amendments, confirms re-registration on the 2022 Act register, and authorises the NZDA Board to undertake all necessary steps and prepare such documentation to re-register on the new 2022 Act register as soon as practical.

Background and Commentary
The NZDA (Wellington Branch) Assoc. Inc. proposes that the Association adopt the attached form of the Constitution at its Conference in July 2024 (the "Constitution"). The purpose/aim of this NOM is to table the amendments to the constitution to allow the Association to re-register on the Incorporated Societies Act 2022 and Regulations (2022 Act) in compliance with section 26 of that act, among other amendments.

NZDA and all our branches need to reregister under the 2022 Act to remain an incorporated society. This must be done before 5 April 2026. The first step is to amend the Association’s constitution and then provide an updated template for branches to allow them to reregister with an aligned constitution. The NZDA, NZDA Board members, and all branch officers have been aware of this requirement since our rules were replaced by a constitution at our 2019 Conference by reference to the bill. The Act came into force in 2022 and the register is open from October 2024. The Wellington Branch again sponsors this NOM to assist the Association and recommends using this opportunity to:

•	confirm we are going to reregister our society; and
•	vote on all necessary changes to our society’s constitution to enable such registration.
•	instruct the NZDA board to carry out all necessary steps. 

By doing this at our 2024 AGM it means it reduces the need to hold any special meetings.

Key edits/notes to changes:
Update for section 26 of the Act – alignment with the law.
Updating the prescribed Register contents required by the new Act and Regulations at clause 7.13.
Updating the Association’s general power provisions to reflect section 18 of the new Act’s requirements, which now grants sufficient statutory power to the NZDA Board.
Applying and clarifying the Delegate attendance and voting applies to attending NZDA general meetings pursuant to regulation 14 (Attendance at annual general meetings), as NZDA is a society with more than 1,000 members. 
Adding officer nomination eligibility certification under the Arms Act and new Act for NZDA Board members at rule 14.4(b). 
Registered office section reference update: to s111 from s18(2).
Removal of out-of-date legal requirements under the 1908 Act:
Common Seal and references
Removal of the Treasurer role and references - operational decision
Removal of a reference to badges because not applicable
Adding the Act’s dispute resolution procedure to ensure it meets the requirement for natural justice – see new Schedule 3 (Dispute Resolution Procedure).
Opted not to permit written circulating resolutions in lieu of a general meeting to amend the constitution or pass matters at general meetings.
Borrowing Funds at clause 24, updated to include current accounting terminology to “Accumulated Funds” from “Captial Funds”, which is the correct accounting term for not-for-profit organisations (the accumulated fund is the equivalent of capital of a profit-making organisation).
	☐	☐	☐
	07
	Moves that the current Competitive Shooting Rules are amended by reference to the document entitled “NZDA Benchrest Rule Changes 2024” provided with the Handbook. 

The purpose is to amend the Competitive Shooting Rules to align with International Rules and make amendments to National rules for clarity.
	☐	☐	☐
	2024 Remits

	For
	Against
	Abstain

	xx
	No remits were received at time of preparation of the proxy form.

	☐	☐	☐




	2024 Officer Elections
	

	14.4 (c) Officer election ballots are conducted on the preferential system of voting and the delegates of each Branch are entitled to the number of votes conferred by Rule 10.23.

10.23 A delegate holds one vote for every 20 financial Senior, Endowment Life, Superannuant, Student and Branch Life Members (or part thereof), calculated as at the most recent financial year end of the Association. A delegate representing 2 or more Branches shall have the aggregate number of votes based on the above formula for each Branch represented.



	Voting Ballot Form
	Choose Option (X):

	
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th

	President – C. Benbow
	
	
	
	

	President – C. Sheridan
	
	
	
	

	Vice President (Uncontested) - H. Orr
	X
	
	
	

	North Island Rep (Uncontested) - T. Taylor
	X
	
	
	

	North Island Rep (Uncontested) - T Gratton
	X
	
	
	

	South Island Rep – I. Owen
	
	
	
	

	South Island Rep – R Wells
	
	
	
	

	South Island Rep - M Elliote
	
	
	
	




	Positions and Nominees 2024/2025

	National President
	National Vice President
	2x North Island Executive members 
	2x South Island Executive members
	National Treasurer

	C. Benbow
	H. Orr
	T. Taylor
	I. Owen
	No nominations

	C. Sheridan
	
	T. Gratton
	R. Wells
	

	
	
	
	M. Elliotte
	

	
	
	
	
	



Please note: 
Per rule 10.18, a proxy vote may ‘only’ be used in respect to ‘subject matter’ of a ‘Remit’, ‘Notice of Motion’ and ‘Election of Officers’. Proxy votes are unable to be used with regards to any Amendments.
	Definitions: Proxy is a transfer of voting rights from one eligible person to another and the person that holds a proxy vote. A proxy transfer is restricted to voting only and limited to the matter detailed on the proxy form.





Step 3: If you cannot attend the Annual General Meeting but would like to ask a question or have read a signed statement then please complete the section below. The Board will address and answer questions at the Annual General Meeting.
	Question/Statement:












































Step 4: Please cc the completed Proxy form and send via email to conference@deerstalkers.org.nz and your nominated appointee (if not the Chair). Eligibility of the proxy and appointee will require verification. 
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NZDA

New Zealand Deerstalkers Association





